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I am interested in gene introgression from wild relatives, from compatible and 

incompatible gene pool, to broaden the genetic base and introduce useful traits from wild 

relatives of groundnut, chickpea and pigeonpea.  I am presently involved in the 

development of synthetic groundnuts or new sources of Arachis hypogaea and using 

them to broaden the genetic base of groundnut and introduce fungal disease resistance.  

The emphasis in pigeonpea has been to cross wild relatives to introgress resistance to pod 

borers, resistance to some important pigeonpea diseases and identify new sources of 

cytoplasmic male sterility. Closely related wild species are being used in chickpea to 

introgress divergent genes for different traits and to broaden the genetic base of the crop.  
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